
“I do prefer biotechnology!”
T hough Serg io Valencia was born in A rm enia, C olom bia, 

he cu rrently  farm s on the L lanos O rienta les (Eastern 

Pla ins) , an area k now n for its potentia l for ag ricu ltu ra l 

developm ent .

D u ring h is 20 -year farm ing career, Va lencia has planted 

corn , soybeans, coffee , c itru s, tom atoes, passion fru it , 

banana and A frican pa lm . In 2009, a fter hearing about 

the m any benefits of biotech crops, he decided to try  

planting biotech m aize .  

Today he has 60 hectares of biotech m aize planted on 

h is farm , and Va lencia believes he m ade the right choice 

because “this k ind of corn has a significant[ly] better y ield  

than the conventiona l” m aize .

In h is opin ion , the u se of biotech m aize has produced 

better resu lts than conventiona l m aize becau se of the 

advantages it offers in controlling pests , d iseases  

and w eed s. 

Va lencia ad m its that biotech m aize seed s are slightly  

m ore ex pensive than conventiona l seed s ; how ever, he 

believes th is “ex tra ex pense” is an investm ent into h is 

crops and farm . In the long run, this investm ent translates 

into overa ll sav ings, becau se planting biotech m aize 

reduces the application of inputs.  T h is reduction a llow s 

for considerable sav ings in production costs .

Va lencia ex pla ins that in a conventiona l m aize crop he 
wou ld spend about 500 thousand pesos (approx . U S $250) 
per hectare du ring a farm ing season . H ow ever, by 
planting biotech seed s, he has been able to reduce that 
am ou nt to ju st 70 thou sand pesos (approx . U S $ 35) per 
hectare . T he u se of biotech seed s has enabled h im  to 
save 86 percent in costs per hectare .

T h is , added to other tang ible benefits th is technolog y 
offers , such as less t illage , g ives h im  the possibility  to 
have m ore effective control of h is crops : “w h ich m eans 
I get to enjoy m ore free tim e !  I can focu s in other 
activ ities in m y farm  or …ju st rest !”

Biotech crops offer g reat advantages not on ly for farm ers 
but a lso for the env ironm ent (the practice of m in im u m  
tillage w h ich reduces soil erosion and fuel u se) .

For a ll these benefits , su rely  Serg io Va lencia says today 
“I do prefer biotechnolog y !”.

From  now  on he w ill continue to g row  biotech crops  
in th is reg ion of C olom bia , w h ich has been cata log ued 
as one of the m ost prom ising territories on ag ricu ltu ra l 
developm ent and production .

Sergio Valencia 
Llanos Orientales 
Colombia
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