
Food Security:  
Not (Just) a Development Issue

In recognition of the need to raise food 
production by 70% to cope with rapid 
growth, the G8 committed US$20 billion 
to a sustainable agricultural development 
fund in 2009. CropLife International,  
the European Crop Protection 
Association (ECPA) and CropLife Canada 
wholeheartedly support this initiative to 
tackle one of the world’s most intractable 
problems: food security.

O ne year later, w e ca ll on the G 8 to ensu re that th is 

im portant issue does not becom e yesterday ’s new s.  

W e ca ll on the G 8 to focu s on ensu ring that the fu nd s 

com m itted are channeled for m ax im u m  im pact , 

eff ic iently  and based on loca l need s. Food secu rity   

is fu lly  ach ievable . But in add ition to investm ent ,  

its ach ievem ent requ ires sig n if icant politica l w ill,  

and coord inated , targeted polic ies .

A g ricu ltu re m u st produce m ore food w h ile preserv ing 

th reatened natu ra l resou rces, and m itigating and 

adapting to c lim ate change . T hat ’s an enorm ou s 

u ndertak ing – not ju st for farm ers, but for leg islators 

w ho m u st ba lance these concerns in a w ay that feed s 

the w orld .

W e can’t sim ply put m ore land u nder the plough . 

A rable land is severely  lim ited and w e can’t a fford to 

keep cutting dow n forests to ex pand ag ricu ltu ra l land s. 

D eforestation for food production is the sing le largest 

contributing factor to the rise in g reenhou se gases and 

the destruction of biod iversity. W e m u st g row  m ore 

food on the ex isting land base .

O ur industry recognizes the crucial role that technologies 

such as crop protection and qua lity  seed – inc lud ing 

biotech seed – play in helping to ach ieve food secu rity. 

W ithout crop protection products, crop losses arou nd 

the w orld w ou ld be approx im ately  4 0 -80 % . Beyond 

ex isting y ie ld  benefits , biotech crops have the potentia l 

to fu rther increase y ie ld s g loba lly  by up to 25 % .1

H ow ever, plant sc ience is not a silver bu llet . T here  

are six  key issues that need to be add ressed through 

coord inated , effective polic ies before food secu rity  can 

becom e a rea lity : ag ricu ltu ra l productiv ity, g loba l and 

loca l trade, sustainable resource m anagem ent, im proved 

in frastructu re , ru ra l poverty and fostering innovation . 

T hese priority  areas are a lig ned w ith the Farming First 

policy platform , w h ich w e actively  support .

Agricultural productivity
•	 W e m u st su sta inably increase  

productiv ity  on ex isting land s. 

•	 T h is requ ires m ore investm ent  

in ag ricu ltu re . T he L’A qu ila Fu nd  

w ill help , but a correspond ing  

com m itm ent to ag ricu ltu ra l investm ent from  the 

rec ipient cou ntries w ill be critica l to success.

•	 Increasing productiv ity in food insecure countries is not 

enough . In an interdependent age , fa lls in productiv ity  

in one reg ion im pact food secu rity  in another. For 

exam ple , reducing productiv ity  in Eu rope due to 

restrictive leg islation is pred icted to lead to ex pansion 

of land to m eet Eu rope’s food need s in the developing 

world .2 We ca ll on the G 8 to rem em ber the im portance 

of sustaining and supporting productiv ity in a ll reg ions.

•	 T h is presupposes fac ilitative , sc ience-based polic ies . 

Recent regu latory developm ents in Europe that restrict 

the ava ilability  of technolog y to farm ers w ithout 

sc ientif ic  basis are of g reat concern . It is hoped that 

such reg u lation w ill be reconsidered in Eu rope and 

certa in ly  not replicated e lsew here . 

•	 T he private sector currently accounts for one-third of all 

agricu ltural R&D 3, which it invests in the lengthy process 

of researching and developing new, im proved solutions 

for g row ing m ore food su sta inably. It takes a lm ost  

10 years from  d iscovery to m arket approva l of a new  

crop protection product , costing over U S $250 m illion .4

•	 By broadening application of ex isting technolog ies and 

knowledge, agricu ltural productiv ity can be increased –  

cu rrently, y ields in parts of the developing world reach 

on ly 20 % of those ach ieved in the developed w orld .

•	 Public-private partnersh ips are an effective w ay  

of sharing k now ledge , enabling m arket access and 

fac ilitating access to inputs. M ore such cross-sector 

collaborations are needed .

Global and local trade 
•	 E ff ic ient food production requ ires  

open , fa ir, and w ell-fu nction ing  

g loba l m arkets.

•	 T h is presupposes rem ova l of trade  

barriers , such as ex port restric tions.

•	 M any cou ntries depend on internationa l trade for 

food security. D eveloping countries’ net cerea l im ports 

are ex pected to m ore than double by 2050. To add ress 

th is v u lnerability, investm ent is needed in ru ra l 

infrastructure, serv ices, R &D  and access to technolog y.

•	 R isk reduction polic ies and joint m easu res am ong 

cou ntries that are food im port-dependent are needed 

to better equ ip them  to w ithstand futu re shock s.

Sustainable resource  
management
•	 Biod iversity  and natu ra l  

resou rces, such as land and w ater,  

a re u nder u nprecedented pressu re .

•	 A gricu lture im pacts these natural  

resources. To ensure that ag ricu ltu re helps preserve 

natural resources, policies should inform and incentiv ise 

farm ers to adopt m ore su sta inable farm ing practices.

•	 A  key step to preserv ing biod iversity  is to prevent 

encroachm ent on w ild  habitat by u sing the m ost 

productive agricu ltural m ethods on ex isting farm  lands 

and thereby m in im iz ing the ex pansion of farm land .5

•	 A gricu ltu re currently consum es 70 % of a ll blue water.6 

In frastructu re and technolog y are key to im prov ing 

w ater u se eff ic iency. Better irrigation and w ater trans- 

portation system s can m ake a big d ifference. A dvances 

in plant sc iences can enable plants to m ore eff ic iently  

utilize w ater – biotech-derived d rought tolerant crops 

w ill be able to m ainta in crop y ie ld s w ith less w ater, 

and preserve crop productiv ity  in tim es of d rought .

•	 C lim ate change w ill render vast sw athes of land 

u ncu ltivable , th reaten ing m illions of ru ra l livelihood s. 

C oncerted , decisive internationa l action on c lim ate 

change is critica l.

Improved infrastructure
•	 Im proved in frastructu re is needed  

to im prove crop production and  

qua lity, reduce post-harvest losses  

and to secu re farm ers’ access to  

inputs and m arkets.

•	 Poor in frastructu re in developing m arkets m eans 

that often inputs such as crop protection , seed and 

fertiliser cannot reach the farm er.

•	 In areas w here there is no road or transportation , 

tak ing good s to m arket becom es a lm ost im possible , 

preventing m any sm allholder farm ers from  ever 

entering the m arketplace .

•	 Post-harvest losses are h ighest am ong sm allholders , 

largely  due to lack of storage in frastructu re , leav ing 

produce su sceptible to attack s by pests and d isease .

Rural poverty
•	 W ith rising u rban isation , there is a  

rea l risk that ru ra l and agricu ltural  

com m unities w ill be neg lected further  

by governm ent polic ies . T h is m u st  

be avoided .

•	 75 % of the poor in developing cou ntries live in ru ra l 

areas. O ften , they cannot feed them selves and as net 

food buyers, are very sensitive to food price increases.

•	 T hey need pu rchasing pow er to avoid hu nger –  

food ava ilability  a lone is not enough .

•	 Econom ic grow th in the rural and agricu ltural sectors – 

particu larly am ong sm allholders – is tw ice as effective 

at benefiting the poor as g row th in other sectors.7

Fostering innovation
•	 Increasing ag ricu ltu ra l productiv ity   

su sta inably requ ires continued  

innovation for new, im proved  

technolog ies and k now ledge .

•	 To do th is , w e need m ore investm ent  

in research , by both public  and private sectors.

•	 Innovation in plant sc ience hold s vast potentia l. M ore 

targeted and im pactfu l crop protection technolog ies 

and im proved plant varieties , inc lud ing biotech 

varieties , a lready help farm ers g row  m ore food w ith  

a sm aller env ironm enta l footprint .

•	 Polic ies shou ld foster and incentiv ize such innovation . 

C learly defined , robust intellectual property protection 

system s are ind ispensible .

•	 Farm er-centric  and loca lly-relevant research m u st be 

prioritized to ensure im pactfu l and relevant outcom es.

•	 Improved, broader extension services are a must to ensure 

appropriate k now ledge and technolog y reaches the 

farm er. Public-private partnerships have a key role here. 

We believe that w ith a com m itm ent am ong policym akers 

to add ressing the above issue areas, food secu rity  is 

fu lly  ach ievable . W e ca ll on the G 8 to ensu re that the 

L’A qu ila Food Secu rity  In itiative is targeted , im pactfu l, 

and bu ild s on ex isting internationa l processes, to  m ake 

food secu rity  a rea lity  for th is generation , and for ou r 

futu re generations.

1  Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research     2  Humboldt Institute, 2010     3  Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research
4  Phillips McDougall, 2010     5  University of Leeds, 2010     6  Blue water is defined as stored rainwater     7  World Bank, World Development Report 2009
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